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LEEHARVEY OSWALD visited Cuban and Soviet
missions in Mexico seven weeks before JFK's
‘assassination. But when this was feported ta CIA "~ 7]
headquarters in Washington, his name and

. description were inaccurate.
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. By JACK KELLEY .-
- MIDMIGHT Book Editor |

- A_routine clerical error by a.wom-
an ‘working for the CIA may have
cost President John F Kennedy his |
“fe. A ". ‘-; el Rt i L R

‘. That bizarre possibility is'st - N RS i L g e
by a veteran intelligence agent who was ‘charge of Soviet operalions, decided;| - ~“why the Wrong descrip- -
assigned to the CIA’s Mexico City theyhadbetterﬁnclou'gmore abouthim.” " tion? **She had put together

ctation in the fall of 1963 when Lee | *“The circumstances were such that a - two pieces of a jigsaw puzzle :
Harvey Oswald made his mysterious| cableto headquarters asking for a file which appeared cqxnpatlblc-'
“contacts with’ the. Cuban-and Soviet" check on Osw'ald' was in order,- he - put which did not, In fact, fit
! missions. there, just seven weeks before | - says. But Cralg was busy with other together. She had put one:
~Kennedy was gunned down in Dallas. .| thiogs and put Of_F sending the cable. _(Oswald, seeking a visa from -
- After Oswald arrived in Mexico City, Finally, Craig’s wife, who was his part-- " the Soviets) and one (an-
‘the wite of a.CIA officer there cabled. ‘time assistant, “‘typed out the cable - unknown visitor. to the-
. Washington to ask for information | herself, dropping it on her, husband’s _ Russian embassy) together
“about him. | fiinmT IO s e desk for review before 1t went to’ “and come up with gnmcon‘ect;
But a potentiaily -fatal blunder was | (station chief) Win Scott for release. -} - “two: the assumption that the’
“made when — because of a simple. “}Yhoi-; thecgble afé(;td Wash.mgt_o_‘n,: " two men were 1;hf,:f Sfénc}:;en -
P e T g b "iS ce enry SWa. (A S A Somet[me e.o -
‘?éxzuxsg er\:,?,':;]j_:gg; "s;};e iﬁﬁt glha;:i‘ 2‘21 Notonly was the_mndd_le name WIONg,. “nedy's assasginatlon the C1A
dcscriptiori. AR g bu'.t -SO'“C?S tl)g ae‘;cnptlon‘g‘i\l’nlt‘es- ‘rcalized a U“S‘?ke had_ beeq}
The perplexing mixup is revealed for Phillips: Craig's wife described 166 “made. S
' ‘Henry" Oswald as approximately 35 l Phillips does not say how‘.,‘
f

the first time by former CIA man David 2 years old, with an athletic long it took 10 straighten out

Atlee Phillips in his book,**The Night [} s = 014, about 5iX feettil, with” the confusion. Nor does he

Watch 235 Years of Peculiar Service,”” . . PTG o ey
just published by Atheneum. - - a f?ﬁ?ﬁi‘iﬁ‘ﬁesc ription speculate abo;xlt] \:i'h;lt r;r:l‘g&lt
~ Phillips says that when Oswald of Ol but of o totally _havahappefée( ad the m P

showed up in Mexico City none of the 3't‘ferént“r;1yst ery man”’ who ﬁ “01_0‘39”"‘; tion is clear for

ClA personnel there knew who he was.’ "hl & also visited the Soviet - Theimplica 1(;n e e -4

But after they Jearned that Oswald was ‘had 59 1 Mexico City. : ,__thosewho.want ‘??e onit. :
- sceking permission to return to Russia m'\s;‘t? th:: e g middle . But for an ?ol;t(t):vebe‘en

via Cuba, “Craig,” thRSpro0EHF P I#‘elease 2005!0#?1'33 A %ﬁ@li \5OROOIAHIS0000 v -~ )

. —— e explains, E@rmé’% 1 '§3450R0b6‘2‘6h350004-4«— RS )
* pot read about Oswald but |

* heard about him. It was her ‘



